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The Topic and Method of Research
Conducted by Graduate Student in
Public Administration and Affairs:

Study of Graduate Theses from
1997-2008

Wen-Jong Juang, Yin-Nien Wu'

Abstract

Compare to United State, the study of public administration developed
relative late during past 50 years in Taiwan, and it’s worthwhile to track the fo-
cus and developmental trend of research conducted in this field. This research
focus on the graduate theses, look at development of public administration from
different angles. The subject of research includes: (1)Understand the develop-
ment and present state of public administration education through analysis of
research interest and method in graduate theses. (2)The analysis of changes in
research interest and method in graduate theses over past 12 years in order to
understand development of public administration faculties over that period.
(3)The analysis of location of different schools to determine the divergence in
research interest and method, in order to understand the characteristics of public
administration development in different locations.

This study concluded several important findings: (1)There are increases in

Wen-Jong Juang, Associate professor, Department of Public Policy and Management, Shih Hsin
University.
Yin-Nien Wu, Master, Department of Public Policy and Management, Shih Hsin University.
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number of theses published, which reflected the interest in public administra-
tion studies. However over half of the graduate theses take place in northern
Taiwan, less than ten percent in eastern Taiwan. (2)Research interested focus
on public policy, public administration and political science, but research on
law and government budget are still limited. The choice of research topics
shows significant divergence in geographic location. (3)Over half of the theses
are qualitative, only small percentage of theses are quantitative. (4)In sample
designing, most theses choose non random sampling, statistical analysis method
focus on univariate and multivariate analysis, still a lot of room for improve-

ment.

Keywords: research field, research method, master’s theses, content analysis,

public administration
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